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To: Rick Breitenbach
From: Conner Everts, P.O.W.E.R. (Pubhc Officials for Waler and  Environmental Reform
Re: BIS/EIR-Water Use Efficiency Component

Tncluded wre my comments based on participation at the CALFED water efficiency committee (until it
stopped mecting over AG distuptions over Urban conservation), Public Hearings in Pasadena and
Sacramento, participation with the CUWCC. 1do want to thank Rick Soehren, of your staff, for his help.

The single most important comment T huve is the wnrealistic range of numbers on 5-51, None of these
numbcis reflect the truc cost Thave cxpericnced from 20 yours of implementing conservation programs.
Noi only is the potential for conservation state wide fiw greater Usan listed in this report but the cost far
lower, Atready thers numbers have beon used by the large Urban sgoncics to justify the building of
storage-1 would suggest to use real numbers based on real expeicnce and 1 would be happy to help in that
effort.

Asx a now approaching the status of an elder conservationist 1 would like 1o cxpress my conceen that the
demand side option that comprehensive programs offer to the seemingly complex California Water puszle.
Having worked through the 2 long droughts of the last twenty years T have scen the opporlunitics presented
by these “windows on the future” and only hope that we now recognize our potential to provide the policy
decisions that will make a difference and not recreate our ongoing dilemma. CALIED should advance us
from our compelling challenges with competing water interests and to a new the future of our State. It
reminds me that the work of waler efficiency is never done und always changing with new technologies.

My perspective is somewhat unique as a working conservationist, who was amongst other jobs the Drought
Coordinator for the City of Fasadena’s Fower and Water Department in (590 and worked with 4 stafT of 17,
all of whom but one have been laid off because of Enerpy Deregulation. I wotked with the City of
Byrbank, who's Utility General Manager was quoted in the focal paper syying conscrvation should be the
handing out of comic books and PR. I was elected to the Casitas Municipal Water District and wus
Fresident of the local Groundwater Agency in Ofai, where ranchers were reluctant (o save when the bank
was full, but happy when their first water metets turned ous to be management tools. Tstill serve on the
Board of BOWLR, Public Officials for Water and Brvironmental Reform, providing a forum for water
policy solutions. It is In that capacity I have been collecting inforimation on state wide conservation
programs for the POWER journal and have been dismayed by the reduction of conservation progrums,

T have seen a consarvation ethic sweep throngh the populons through aach drought as they lead the
agencies rather than the other way around. 1have seen the Community Based Organizations challenge
water wholesalers , provide huge saving and jobs with local cconomic development,

What I {ail lo see is the Stawe and local agencies complete the connection between the potential for
conjunclive use with groundwaler, local tunoff, recluimed water and true comprelicnsive efficiescy and
water demand side programs. Without the mandutory enlorcement of the basic or Best Management
Practices through the CUWCC, without enforcement of the voluntary groundwater management of AB3030
and without any tie between land vse policy and available water supply we will continuc o ignore the
people ol this State, These people care and want something for their personal etforts rather than continued
higher bills and conflicting ¢laims about water quality, These are long term decisions and I hope you listen
to the people that came forward 10 you today to Wit you the story of what we can do and have done i
Southern Culifornia and think of the implications of ignoting the will of the people who both voted down
the periphers) canal in the gighties wnd voted for enviromiental 1esturativn with Prop, 204,

Thank you,

Conner Everis, 323 E Matilija St. #! 10-179, Qjai, CA 93023, work # (818) 788-7811,
connere @wast.net
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